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trouble to her insistence on walking everywhere, instead of taking a coach. Then she was badly scared by her dogs suddenly beginning to fight in her room. She was brought to bed prematurely. Charles implored the physicians to save her at any cost; he might have another heir, never such another wife. The child came into the world, to live only two hours. But Henrietta was safe.
A year later, the heir was born. Henrietta was extremely proud of him, though she had to admit him dark and ugly; and he was " very serious in all he does." Such was the first woman's appraisement of King Charles II, at the tender age of one. Her trouble with him later was that he refused to take medicine. Little Charles was to have two brothers and three sisters, and the whole family was united by a very strong affection. It is perhaps significant that jars did not begin to divide them nor Henrietta to show an unpleasing side of her nature until her husband was in the grave.
Charles was happy not only in his family but also in his relations with every sort of artist. There have been many kings who have patronized art from a sense of duty or ostentation, few to do so from real kinship and understanding of artists.
He was fond of the theatre, but unfortunate in his period. Like so much else, the theatre had decayed during his father's reign; there was a growing insistence on the inessentials of costume and decoration, and Inigo Jones was almost as important a figure as the dramatists. Ben Jonson survived through the first ten years of the reign, but his best work was done. Webster and Ford still wrote good tragedies, but they worked along a narrower, more morbid groove than Shakespeare. The comic writers lost gusto and virility without losing lewdness. They were still interested in the great emotion which makes men and women share a lifetime, and not preoccupied with the instinct that brings them together for a night. But they lacked the gay wit and adamantine style whereby the